8                      PROBLEMS OF POWER
must, in certain circumstances, be sacrificed to the interests of " the trading community of the world/' 1
Whatever the verdict on this question, no man can have any doubt that the question has arisen, and that the reason is to be found in the fact, the stupendous modern fact, of the predominance to-day of economic over political ^conditions. The problem of the maintenance of national traditions, national characteristics, national integrity implies a constant compromise between world-interests, human interests in general, on the one hand, irrespective of national" classifications, and, on the other hand, those sentimental, hereditary, beautifully persistent impulses and prejudices that shape a nation's soul, as such a soul has been created by the interplay of historical accidents and geographical determinism. It is a mark of the time that the same duel which formerly took place in France between la raison d'etat and les droits de I'homme is now taking place between national patriotism and European, or world, patriotism. Every natural impulse of conservative feeling peculiar to the citizens of whatever country is now aggravated by the necessity of self-preservation against the assaults of the corrosive influences, economic and financial, set to work by modern scientific inventions. The modern outburst of nationalism is general. A quarter of a century ago the ideal of the federation of the world and the parliament of man, a " passion for the planet/' fired many a heart. Today, throughout the world, the steady encroachment of the wave of imperialism would make Alexander the Great
1 The lesson of the Dardanelles incident is an ominous one for the United States, when that incident is reviewed in connexion with certain potential aspects of the problem of the control of the Panama Canal (see p. 302 et passim). The lesson, moreover, will have eventually to be learned in other parts of the world. There is a f' Question of Flushing " which will one day have to be settled. The Scheldt is an international highway. It is not only the natural access to Antwerp ; it is one of the historic roads between the two French interior ports, Conde and Valenciennes, and the sea.